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Letter from the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

As a Catholic school we place a strong emphasis in teaching students the meaning of 

Lent and its important characteristics in our daily lives.  Lent is a time of praying, fasting, 

forgiving both yourself and your peers, and to grow closer with God.  Throughout Lent 

students are encouraged to reflect on their relationship with God and with each other 

and with the world around them. 

 

The installation of our ‘Tree of Life’ cross in the College driveway is complete. The ‘Tree 

of Life’ in Catholic Christianity represents humanity free from corruption and sin. Our ‘Tree 

of Life’ cross features stars and the Southern Cross at its top.  This is in reference to 

Our Lady of the Southern Cross – Mary the mother of Jesus - and also firmly places this 

cross within the context of Australia and the broader cosmos.  At the base of the 

sculpture are symbols used by the first people of the local area (the Kulin people) that 

represent community and the flowing river of life. 

 

The College Investiture of Leaders was held on 9 March.  We sincerely thank Fr Frank for 

blessing the badges prior to Investiture.  All Student Leaders were presented with badges 

and certificates in front of their peers.  We look forward to nurturing and developing our 

2017 Student Leaders during the course of the year.   

 

Catholic Education Week was celebrated from 12 – 19 March with the 2017 theme being 

‘Moved by the Love of Christ’.  In support of this celebration, a number of our Student 

Leaders including our Liturgy and Social Justice Captains attended a special Eucharist 

at St Patrick’s Cathedral.   

 

Sincere wishes to all for a blessed Easter season and restful holiday.   

 

May St Mary of the Cross MacKillop journey with us. 

 
Rory Kennedy 

Principal 

 

College Chaplains 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

Fr. Shymon Thekkekalathungal 

Fr. Darien Sticklen 

 

PRAYER 

 

May God bless and strengthen you. Confide all to God.  

See how God carries us through the storms. 

 

Mary MacKillop 1872 

 

AMEN 

 

 

Canonical Administrators 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

(President) 

         Fr Pius Kodakkathanath 

Fr. Jude Pirotta 

 

Sisters of St Joseph 

Sr. Geraldine Whelan 

 

Volume14, Issue 3 

             March 2017 
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From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 7 & 8 
Year 7 

It is hard to believe our Year 7 students have nearly finished their first term at MacKillop. 

Many say the Anglesea camp was the highlight; they had fun surfing and getting to 

know their classmates. They have continued to participate in school life by competing 

in the Swimming sports, signing up for the Athletics carnival and enthusiastically 

participating in the Fun Run. The final highlight was the first Year Level Assembly hosted 

by our Class Captains. Together we celebrated the successes of many students both in 

the classroom and in extra-curricular activities such as Music and Sport.  

 

Year 8 

We would like to thank the parents and guardians who attended the Year 8 Parent 

Information evening on 21 February 2017. This was an opportunity for the school to share 

information with regard to the year ahead but also importantly for parents/guardians to 

meet their son/daughter’s Homeroom teacher. Students recently took part in the Retreat 

program which offered opportunities for students to have some time away from the usual 

schedule. We trust this was a valuable experience for them as part of their Year 8 journey.  

 

We wish everyone a safe and happy Easter. 

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 9 & 10 
As March and Term 1 draw to a close, we reflect on what has been a very productive 

month for our students. The Investiture of Leaders was held on 9 March and we 

congratulate the Year 9 and 10 students who have committed themselves to a position 

of leadership in the school. We trust that they will serve our community well. To build their 

capacity as student leaders, a number of our Year 10 leaders have begun exploring 

issues at local and global levels. Locally, they attended and participated in the 

Wyndham Youth Forum. Globally, they have begun an international exchange of ideas 

with student leaders from San Francisco in the United States of America. Likewise, in the 

area of building student leadership capacity, the members of the Senate from St Mary’s 

Campus attended the Student Representative Forum hosted by the Federal Member for 

Lalor, Joanne Ryan MP. The Senate had the opportunity to network with student leaders 

from other schools and participate in workshops designed to explore what it means to 

be a leader.  

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 11 & 12 
Parent/Teacher interviews were recently held at the College. If parents were unable to 

attend the interviews or get an appointment with a teacher, please make contact via 

email or the parent portal. Ongoing communication is vital in supporting your 

sons/daughters through their senior program. 

 

In looking to support parents, the College will be conducting a Parent Information session 

on Wednesday 26 April. The session will provide parents/guardians with insights as to how 

they can support their sons and daughters balance the demands of school, work, sport 

and socialising. 
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The session will be delivered by Elevate Education who have conducted programs 

across the school with regards to effective studying. There will be a letter distributed to 

all parents/guardians on this program. 

 

A program recently aired on the ABC called “My Year 12 Life” traced the lives of Year 12 

students completing their final year of school. It is a great program and can be watched 

on ABC iView if you missed it. As we reach the end of what has been a busy Term it is 

always important to reflect on what we have completed. I hope all Year 11 and 12 

students have enjoyed their first Term and are looking forward to Term 2.  

College Dux 2016  
MacKillop College continues its success in the academic arena with recent 

achievements - one of which includes last year’s Dux of the College, Andrew Montalto. 

Andrew is studying Commerce at Melbourne University with a view to undertaking a 

Masters in Engineering upon completion of his Commerce Degree. We congratulate 

Andrew on achieving a perfect score of 50 in Further Mathematics. He will be 

acknowledged and awarded at the Victorian Premier’s Awards for this significant 

achievement. This provides Andrew with a fantastic opportunity to help launch into his 

future career. We wish Andrew every success in the future. 

Top Designs 2016 
Year 12 2016 Media students, Jaya Abela, Jacqueline Lake and Zachary Taylor have 

been admitted into this year’s Top Designs 2016 to be held at Melbourne Museum. Top 

Designs showcases the very best of VCE students’ work from across the State. 

Congratulations to these students whose media photographic sequence was chosen to 

be part of Top Designs 2016 — Seasons of Excellence. Their folio work will be on display 

at the Melbourne Museum exhibition from March to July 2017 amongst the work of other 

students who achieved excellence in Top Designs.  

Logie Awards Nominee for ‘Best New Talent’ 
We celebrate the success of Elias Anton, a standout actor in the title role of ‘Barracuda’, 

who made a striking television debut in the lead role as Danny Kelly. He has been 

described as a gifted actor who, as a VCE student of MacKillop’s Theatre & Media 

Studies, has thrived so far in the Australian film and television industry. Elias Anton has 

been nominated for a Logie Award in the category of ‘Best New Talent’.  We wish Elias 

every success for his future accomplishments and look forward to seeing him on the big 

screen. 

Sports Report 
 

For all recent sports results, please refer to the MacKillop News Blog found on 

the College Website.  
 

  

http://mackillopwerribee.com.au/news-events/blog/
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John the Baptist Resource Centre 
Roald Dahl was once quoted as saying “If you are going to get anywhere in life you 

have to read a lot of books.” Our Year 7 cohort is currently engaged in a reading 

competition whereby class members are aiming to read as many books commencing 

with the letter of their class colour as they can in the month; it is an interesting journey to 

be taking with their reading. 

 

March also sees the Premiers’ Reading Challenge dust off the covers for another year. 

The library will be providing access to this event once more for any student in Years 7 to 

10 who wishes to participate. Keep an eye on the Challenge website 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc for further details or check with library staff for the 

commencement dates. 

Parents & Friends Committee 
Our first fundraising event for the year will be a High Tea on Sunday 7 May 2017 from 

11:00am to 2:00pm. After a highly successful inaugural High Tea last year, we expect this 

year’s event to be even more popular. The High Tea not only raises funds for both the 

College and the Mary MacKillop Foundation, it offers a perfect social opportunity for all 

attendees. We would be grateful for any donations of suitable items for inclusion in our 

raffles; these can be left at the office reception clearly marked for the Parents & Friends 

High Tea. Limited tickets for the event are available online click here. Please join us on 

this wonderful social occasion which in turn supports both the College and the 

Foundation. 

 

Our next Parents & Friends meeting will be held on 3 May 2017 at 7:30pm in the Training 

Room of the Sr Giovanni Administration Building. 

Parent/Guardian Information 
Catholic Education Today 

Please click here to view the latest edition of the Catholic Education Today magazine. 

 

2017 Student Residential Address Collection 

Please carefully read the attached letter from the Australian Government Department 

of Education and Training regarding 2017 Student Residential Address Collection. If you 

have any queries, please contact the Department as per the details provided. However, 

should you wish to withhold your residential address, please advise the College Registrar 

via email registrar@mackillop.vic.edu.au before 13 April. 

 

Administration Office Term 1 Holiday Hours 

The Administration Office will open Monday 3 April to Thursday 13 April 2017  

8:15am - 3:45pm. Closed 11:30am – 12:30pm daily.  

Closed Good Friday 14 April and Easter Monday 17 April 2017.  

Normal office hours resume Term 2 Tuesday 18 April 2017 from 8:00am to 4:30pm. 

 

  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://mackillopwerribee.com.au/events/high-tea-invitation/
http://www.cem.edu.au/publications-policies/catholic-education-today/
mailto:registrar@mackillop.vic.edu.au
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Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop will be closed for the first week of the school holidays. During the 

second week of the holidays, the Uniform Shop will be open Monday and Wednesday 

8:15am to 3:45pm, closed for lunch 11:30am to 12:30pm and closed on public holiday 

Good Friday 14 April. 

 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) Survey 

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne aim for continuous school 

improvement. An essential element of this improvement is understanding how students 

perceive the Catholic Identity of our school and what they might like Catholic Identity 

at MacKillop College to look like in the years ahead. 

 

Students have an important voice in our planning and so we invite all students in Years 7 

to 12 to participate in the Enhancing Catholic School Identity survey.  

 

This survey will assist us in better understanding how our Catholic Identity is expressed. The 

results will contribute to a reliable picture of our school’s Catholic Identity which we will 

use to inform our School Improvement Plan for the next four years. 

 

Each student will be asked to complete an online survey; access to which is only 

available through individual user codes and passwords. At no time will students be 

named or identified in the survey. 

 

Please contact Troy Rickard (Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity) through the school 

office if you have any questions about your son/daughter’s participation in this survey. 

 

Financial Assistance – Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Victorian Government has announced provision of $148.3 million over four years for 

the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) to ensure all eligible students are able to 

participate in school trips and sporting activities. Families who hold a valid means-tested 

concession card or who are temporary foster parents of school age children are eligible 

to apply. 

 

The 2017 annual CSEF amount for secondary school students is $225. The payment will 

be made directly to the school and will be used towards camps, sports and excursion 

costs for the benefit of the student. 

 

To apply, contact the Administration Office to complete an application form by 

Thursday 1 June 2017. 

 

For more information regarding CSEF click here. 

 

  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1
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International Programs  

The College welcomed a group of 11 students and two teachers from our Japanese 

sister school, Seishu High School for six days from 15 – 21 March. Although it was a very 

short visit, the students participated in various activities offered at the College and briefly 

learned about Australian culture. One of the highlights of their time at MacKillop was a 

visit to Jirrahlinga Wildlife Sanctuary where they interacted with some Australian animals 

such as koalas and kangaroos in real life. We would like to thank our host families for 

making the Japanese students’ visit a special one and hope the friendships forged will 

last.  

 

MacKillop’s International Programs are expanding and we are welcoming 21 Japanese 

students and six Italian students from our sister schools for 10 weeks in Term 3. If you would 

like your family to be placed on the College’s Host Family Register, please fill in the 

attached form and return it to the College.  

 

School Hours and Duty of Care 

MacKillop College prides itself on providing staff and students with a safe environment 

during school hours. This safe environment is further provided before and after official 

school hours in a limited capacity.  

 

Before School:  

The College is open to staff from 7:30 am. Students are not permitted to be on the school 

premises until 8:00 am. There is no provision for student supervision before 8:00am each 

day.  

 

After School:  

The College remains open to students until 4:30pm and to teachers for personal 

organisation after this time. Students are not permitted to be on the school premises after 

4:30pm unless they are part of a pre-organised activity, under the direct supervision of a 

nominated teacher, for a specific purpose and for a specified time.  

 

For the safety of your son/daughter, we ask all parents/guardians to ensure that students 

are not on the school premises before 8:00am or after 4:30pm as he/she cannot be 

supervised.  

 

Uniform  

Parents and students are reminded that grooming is part of the Uniform Policy. In part, 

the policy states: 

“Hair is to be neatly groomed, appropriate to the wearing of a uniform, fully tied back 

and off the face at all times…Unusual fashion modes, as determined by the 

College…are unacceptable”. 

 

Please ensure that your son/daughter’s return to school after the Term break is compliant 

with all uniform expectations 

 

Winter Uniform 

Students can return to school in Term 2 in either their full winter or full summer uniform. As 

of Monday 1 May all students must be in full winter uniform which includes the College 

blazer.  
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Extended Holidays 

Parents/guardians intending to take their sons/daughters on extended holidays/trips 

during school time are reminded that they must make an appointment with Mr Michael 

Dwyer, Deputy Principal of Student Wellbeing to discuss the implications.  

 

Food brought into the College 

In keeping with the College’s healthy food implementation, students should bring meals 

prepared at home for recess and lunch each day. These meals are supplemented by 

the College Canteen with what are healthy choices/alternatives. With this in mind, the 

College cannot allow food from fast food outlets to be brought to school by students or 

parents/guardians. This includes soft drinks. 

 

MacKStars 

MacKillop is holding the annual MacKStars talent competition on Tuesday 2 May at 

7:30pm in the Moreno Performing Arts Centre. Come and see our junior and senior stars 

battle it out to earn the title of MacKStars Champion! Entry is via a gold coin donation. 

Parish News… 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Students - RCIS 

Assistant Priest Fr Darien will be conducting workshops for secondary 

students residing within the Parish of St Andrew’s and wishing to 

receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation in 2017. 

 

Workshops will commence on 18 April and conclude in August 2017. 

Please contact St Andrew’s Parish Office on 9741 4144 or werribee@cam.org.au for more 

information and to leave your details.   

 

St Andrew’s Fair Committee has vacancies available for the positions of Assistant 

Treasurer, Stalls Coordinator and the newly created role of Social Media Coordinator. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you are interested in any of these positions.  A 

description of the positions is available from the Parish Office on request (other than for 

Social Media Coordinator which needs to be discussed at the next Fair Committee 

meeting). 

 

mailto:werribee@cam.org.au
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