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PRAYER
College Chaplains
Fr. Frank Buhagiar
Fr. Shymon Thekkekalathungal
Fr. Benneth Osuagwu
Sisters of St Joseph
Sr. Geraldine Whelan

Love one another, bear with one
another and let charity guide
you in all your life.
Mary MacKillop 12.1.1909
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Fr. Frank Buhagiar
(President)
Fr Pius Kodakkathanath
Fr. Jude Pirotta
Volume 13, Issue 3
Welcome 2016

AMEN

Letter from the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians
During this season of Lent we try to reflect, pray and fast as we prepare to celebrate the
great feast of Easter. Students and staff gathered in each homeroom on Ash Wednesday
to mark the beginning of the Christian season of Lent. Throughout Lent students are
encouraged to reflect on their relationship with God and with each other and with the
world around them. Caritas is our exclusive fundraiser this term through Project
Compassion and our College community is working diligently to think of creative ways
of raising money to upkeep their vital work.
Wednesday 2 March saw the Eucharistic celebration and blessing of our Chapel of Saint
Mary of the Cross. The celebration was led by Bishop Vincent Long and concelebrated
by our Canonical Administrators Fr Frank, Fr Pius and Fr Jude and supported by our
College Chaplains Fr Shymon and Fr Benneth. The Mass was well attended, comprising
students past and present, staff and other invited guests including Sr Giovanni Farquer
our Founding Principal, Sr Therese Quinn ex-staff member and artist responsible for the
Chapel’s stained glass window design, along with other significant dignitaries important
in the life of MacKillop College. A highlight of the Mass was the contribution of the
College Choir who once again performed beautifully.
The Investiture of Leaders was held at the College on 29 February. We sincerely thank Fr
Frank who attended to bless the badges and present certificates to the students. We
look forward to nurturing and developing our student leaders during the course of the
year.
Catholic Education Week was celebrated from 13 – 20 March with the 2016 theme being
‘Be the face of mercy’. This theme is in response to Pope Francis’ declaration of an
extraordinary year of Jubilee with a specific focus on mercy.
Sincere wishes to all for a blessed Easter season and restful holiday.
May St Mary of the Cross MacKillop guide our way.

Rory Kennedy
Principal
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Mackillop College Education Board Members 2016
Canonical Administrators

Fr Frank Buhagiar (St Andrew’s)
Fr Pius Kodakkathanath (St Peter’s)
Fr Jude Pirotta (St James’)

Principal

Mr Rory Kennedy (Principal)

Elected Members
St James’ Representative

Mr Lee Revell

St Andrew’s Representative

Mr Nimal Pandithakoralege

St Peter’s Representative

Mrs Suellen Colla

Parent Representative

Mr Anthony Flynn
Mrs Fiona Weedon
Mr Stephen Murphy

Parents & Friends
Representative

Mrs Janis Phillips

Staff Representative

Mr Mark Westgarth

Appointed

Mr Paul Scott, Honorary Accountant

Ex-Officio Members
Accounting Team
Minute Secretary

Mrs Rosy Klyscz, Ms Josie Versace, Mrs Teresa Carra,
Mrs Paula Muir
Mrs Diana Trzaskoma
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From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 7 & 8
As the Year 7 students complete their first term of secondary school they should be
proud of their efforts. Camps have been a highlight for many giving them time to get
to know their fellow classmates. The first Year Level Assembly, hosted by the Class
Captains, highlighted many student successes both in the classroom and in some extra
curricula activities such as Music and Sport. The involvement of those who participated
in the Swimming sports was commendable as well as the entire year level in the Fun
Run. We look forward to all that Term 2 has to offer.
We would like to thank the parents/guardians who attended the Year 8 Information
Evening on 16 February. It was an opportunity for the school to share information with
regard to the year ahead but also importantly for parents/guardians to meet the
homeroom teacher of their child. Students are currently taking part in the Year 8
Retreat program, which is a fantastic way to spend time with their homeroom. We trust
this will be a valuable experience for them as part of their journey through Year 8.

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 9 & 10
Term 1 has been a busy but enriching start to the new school year for our Year 9 and 10
students. Many of our students have begun a leadership journey by being appointed to
a formal leadership position. We congratulate our Class Captains and our Student
Representative Council members at Main Campus, and our Senate members at St
Mary’s Campus. Many of our students have also begun an informal leadership journey
by embracing opportunities for leadership. A number of our Year 10 students attended
the Wyndham Youth Forum where they participated in small group workshops designed
to explore prominent issues faced by the local community. In these workshops students
were exposed to different perspectives and they were able to offer opinions and ideas
about future direction. Similarly, at a student led Year Level Assembly, our Year 9 students
were able to raise the consciousness of their peers about both local and global issues.
Such opportunities for leadership, irrespective of whether formal or informal, provide our
students with a wealth of experience and build their capacity for greater leadership in
the future. We wish all our students every success on their leadership journeys in 2016.
Year 10 Formal
Parents/Guardians are to be aware that the Year 10 Formal to be held on 19 August at
Sheldon Receptions in Sunshine is not a College sanctioned event. The College is not in
any way involved in the organisation or running of this Formal.

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 11 & 12
It is hard to believe that we are reaching the end of Term 1. Students at Year 11 and 12
have taken part in their Camp and Retreat programs. Parent/Teacher interviews which
took place on 17 March are a really important time for parents to make contact with
teachers to check the progress of their sons and daughters. If parents/guardians were
unable to make a time on the day they are encouraged to make contact with the
school or individual teachers to check on how their sons and daughters are coping with
the early weeks of Year 11 and 12. This will allow students the opportunity to reset their
goals or study habits to ensure ongoing success in Term 2.
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The opening and blessing of the Chapel has been a real highlight of the school year so
far. It will be a wonderful space for staff, students and the extended MacKillop
community to celebrate our faith and the work of our Patron, St Mary of the Cross
MacKillop. We wish everyone a sacred Easter and a great Term 1 holidays.

College Dux 2015
MacKillop College congratulates Yazmin Velarde who attained Dux of the College for
2015. Yazmin has been offered a place at Monash University to study Biomedical
Science. This is a marvellous achievement and we wish Yazmin every success with her
future endeavours.

Sports Report
For all recent sports results, please refer to the sports category in the MacKillop
News Blog found on the College Website.

John the Baptist Resource Centre
Mackillop College is once again offering students the opportunity to participate in the
Premiers’ Reading Challenge with all Year 7 students receiving a parental permission
form to complete. Permission forms for students from Year 8-10 are available from Library
staff. The Premiers’ Reading Challenge encourages students to read a set number of
books over the year and record their efforts online. Of course students are encouraged
to read above and beyond the recommended number of titles. Students in Year 7-9
read 15 books with 10 or more from the challenge list, while Year 10 are encouraged to
read 15 or more books with 5 being from the list. Remember to check the Library
catalogue notes for details of the book’s eligibility or note the green stamp on the title
page of the actual book.

Parents & Friends Committee
Our last meeting was held on 9 March where we discussed our first fundraiser for this
year. This will be a High Tea on Sunday 1 May from 11:00am till 2:00pm at the College.
See the flyer attached to the newsletter regarding purchase of tickets. We have
capped numbers at 100 so get in early to ensure that you won't miss out. Our second
fundraiser for the year will be our Cadbury Chocolate Drive. We are looking for
volunteers to help count the money and sort chocolates when they arrive. We
understand that many people are time poor or are unable to attend P&F meetings but
if you have some time available during school hours and would like to help out it would
be greatly appreciated. Please call Fiona on 0407496706.
Our next meeting will be on 4 May at 7:30pm. During this meeting we will have a tour of
the Chapel. If you have thought about coming to a meeting in the past but haven’t
quite made it this would be a great opportunity to meet other parents.
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Parent/Guardian Information
Catholic Education Today
Please click here to view the latest edition of the Catholic Education Today magazine.
Financial Assistance – Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
The Victorian Government has announced provision of $148.3 million over four years for
the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF), to ensure all eligible students are able to
participate in school trips and sporting activities. Families who hold a valid means-tested
concession card or who are temporary foster parents of school age children are eligible
to apply.
The 2016 annual CSEF amount for secondary school students is $225. The payment will
be made directly to the school and will be used towards camps, sports and excursion
costs for the benefit of the student.
How to apply: Contact the Administration Office to complete an application form.
For more information regarding CSEF visit click here.
School Hours and Duty of Care
MacKillop College prides itself on providing staff and students with a safe environment
during school hours. This safe environment is further provided before and after official
school hours in a limited capacity.
Before School
The College is open to staff from 7:30 am. Students are not permitted to be on the school
premises until 8:00 am. There is no provision for student supervision before 8:00am each
day.
After School
The College remains open to students until 4:30pm and to teachers for personal
organisation after this time. Students are not permitted to be on the school premises after
4:30pm unless they are part of a pre-organised activity, under the direct supervision of a
nominated teacher, for a specific purpose and for a specified time.
For the safety of your son/daughter, we ask all parents/guardians to ensure that students
are not on the school premises before 8:00am or after 4:30pm as he/she cannot be
supervised.
Extended Holidays
Parents/Guardians intending to take their sons/daughters on extended holidays/trips
during school time are reminded that they must make an appointment with Mr Michael
Dwyer, Deputy Principal of Student Wellbeing to discuss the implications.
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Winter Uniform
Students can return to school in Term 2 in either their full winter or full summer uniform. As
of Tuesday 26 April all students must be in full winter uniform which includes the College
blazer.
Uniform
Parents and students are reminded that grooming is part of the Uniform Policy. In part,
the policy states:
“Hair is to be neatly groomed, appropriate to the wearing of a uniform, fully tied back
and off the face at all times…Unusual fashion modes, as determined by the
College…are unacceptable”.
Please ensure that your sons/daughters return to school after the term break compliant
with all uniform expectations
Uniform Shop
The Uniform Shop will be closed for the first week of the school holidays. During the
second week of the holidays the Uniform Shop will be open Monday Wednesday and
Friday 8:15am to 3:45pm, closed for lunch 11:30am to 12:30pm.

Parish News…
We have been approached by Werribee Car Wash, 100 Ballan Road,
Werribee who support the Parish Fair and Trivia Night annually, to
further support fundraising for the Parish through their Car Wash. They
are an environmentally aware business utilising ‘green energy’
initiatives such as solar energy. They have been awarded a 5 Star rating
by the Australian Car Wash Association in recognition for their efforts
towards water harvesting and water treatment.
This is how it works. A single “wash code” is set up to be used by all Parish Schools along
with the overall Parish Community. Each time a “wash code” is entered for a $14 Deluxe
Wash through the Automatic Car Wash, they will donate $1 to St. Andrew’s Parish.
Attached is a flyer with instructions.
We are seeking your support in this venture, as the funds can certainly help with funding
new programs to be introduced in the Parish this year. Thank you for your assistance.
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ST. ANDREW’S PARISH, WERRIBEE WELCOMES YOU
TWO FACES OF MERCY – EASTER 2016
“Lord, Jesus Christ, you are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests
his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world,
its Lord risen and glorified. You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who
approaches them feel sought after, loved and forgiven by God. Send your Spirit and
consecrate every one of us with its anointing.” Pope Francis’ Prayer for the Year of Mercy
PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND
Saturday, 19th March 2016 5.00pm Confession
6.00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday, 20th March 2016 9.15am Blessing of Palms (Presbytery Gardens),
followed by Mass at 9.30am
Masses at: 8.00am, 11.00am & 5.00pm
5.00pm Tamil Mass in the Penola Hub
HOLY WEEK
Monday, 21st March 2016 8.30am Adoration and Lenten Prayers
9.00am Mass, followed by Confessions
Tuesday, 22nd March 2016 8.30am Adoration and Lenten Prayers
9.00am Mass (No Confessions)
11.00am Chrism Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
All Parishioners are invited to attend.
COMMUNAL PENITENTIAL SERVICE
7.30pm, followed by individual Confessions
Wed., 23rd March 2016
8.30am Adoration and Lenten Prayers
9.00am Mass, followed by Confession
7.30pm Lenten Prayer & Mass, followed by Confessions
THE EASTER TRIDUUM
HOLY THURSDAY
Thursday, 24th March 2016 9.00am Lenten Morning Prayer (No Mass), followed by Confessions
7.30pm Mass of the Last Supper and Washing of the Feet, followed by
Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Joseph Chapel – Penola Hub
for private prayer until Midnight
GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, 25th March 2016
9.00am Good Friday Morning Prayers
11.00am Ecumenical Stations of the Cross,
commencing from Werribee Piazza (Watton St., opposite Post Office)
and finishing at St. Andrew’s Catholic Church, 105 Greaves St. Nth.,
followed by a Cuppa and Hot Cross Buns in St. Andrew’s Room 3
(at St. Andrew’s Primary School, opposite St. Andrew’s Church)
3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion with Communion
7.00pm Stations of the Cross Play “By His Mercy”, a dramatised version
of the 14 Stations of the Cross, presented by the Young Adults Group
HOLY SATURDAY
Saturday, 26th March 2016 9.00am Holy Saturday Morning Prayers, including Preparation Rite for
RCIA Elect, followed by Confessions until 10.00am
8.00pm Easter Vigil Mass – Service of Light (Presbytery Gardens):
Easter Proclamation (Exultet), Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of Baptism (RCIA),
Renewal of Baptismal Promises, Easter Eucharist,
Fellowship at Presbytery Gardens. Please bring a plate to share.
EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, 27th March 2016 Masses at 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am & 5.00pm
10.00am St. Michael’s, Little River
2.30pm South Sudanese Mass in St. Andrew’s Church
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Sunday, 3rd April 2016
4.00pm Divine Mercy Prayers, 5.00pm Mass
Fellowship in Presbytery Gardens
“HAPPY EASTER”
from all at St. Andrew’s Parish,
105 Greaves Street North, Werribee

Website: www.standrewswerribee.org.au

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2016
St James the Apostle Church
336 Derrimut Road, Hoppers Crossing North

DATE
Thursday
17 March

TIME
7:30pm

Saturday
19 March
Palm Sunday
20 March

6:00pm

Wednesday
23 March

Holy Thursday
24 March

8:30am
10:30am
6:00pm
7:00pm8:30pm

EVENT
Combined St James and St Peter’s Second
Rite of Reconciliation Liturgy followed by
individual confession at St Peter’s (38
Guinane Ave, Hoppers Crossing)
Palm Sunday Vigil Mass
Mass
Blessing of the Palms in the play plaza
followed by Mass in the Community Hall
Mass
First Rite of Reconciliation (this will be
the last opportunity for Reconciliation
before Easter)

7:30pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

10:30pm

Keep Watch With Me
Overnight Adoration until 7:30am

Good Friday
25 March

10:00am

Stations of the Cross

3:00pm

Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Easter Saturday 9:00am
26 March
7:30pm

Holy Saturday Rite for RCIA Members

Easter Sunday
27 March

Dawn Mass (followed by breakfast in
the Community Hall)
Mass
Mass
Mass
(No evening Mass)

6:00am
7:30am
9:00am
10:30am

All Parishioners welcome.

Easter Vigil

St Peter Apostle Mission Parish
CONFESSIONS
EVERY SATURDAY 9:15AM
EVERY WEDNESDAY 7:00PM

RECONCILIATION RITE II
7:30PM, 17 MARCH 2016
ST. PETER’S CHURCH

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK 2016
HOLY THURSDAY, 24 March
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
All night Adoration following Mass
GOOD FRIDAY, 25 March
Stations of the Cross
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Followed by Divine Mercy Novena
HOLY SATURDAY, 26 March
Divine Mercy Novena

7:30pm
Until 3:00pm on Good Friday, 25 March

10:00am
3:00pm

9:15am

EASTER VIGIL MASS
26 March, 7:30pm

SERVICES FOR EASTER SUNDAY &
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 2016
EASTER SUNDAY, 27 March
Mass
8:30am
Divine Mercy Novena
10:30am followed by Mass
NO 5:00PM MASS
Mass & Divine Mercy Novena

8:30am Monday to Friday
9:15am Saturday

DIVINE MERCY FEAST

8:30am, 10:30am Masses

SUNDAY, 3 April

2:00pm Adoration
2.15pm – 2.45pm (Confession available)
3:00pm Divine Mercy Feast Mass

What can parents and carers do to help their child’s asthma at school?


If your child is self-managing their asthma, or capable of taking their asthma medication
independently, ensure that your child is always carrying their reliever medication (e.g. Ventolin,

Asmol, Airomir and Bricanyl) as well as a spacer while at school


Ensure that you have provided your child’s school/preschool with an updated Asthma Action Plan



Ensure that your child knows how to recognise early symptoms of an asthma attack and check to
make sure they are using their reliever medication properly



Ensure your child will seek help from school staff if they experience asthma symptoms



Ensure that your child’s asthma is being well managed and that their medication and management is
reviewed annually by your GP (this is a good opportunity to also update the Asthma Action Plan
required by your child’s school)
Respiratory experts talk to parents about asthma

Ever wondered what the experts would say about a cure for asthma?
Or how to get your teenager to take their medication?
If you want to find out the answers to some of the most frequently asked questions about children
and asthma, watch The Asthma Foundation’s new video series – available from
http://forum.asthma.org.au/

For more information, please contact The Asthma Foundation of Victoria on 1800 278 462 or www.asthma.org.au

To donate $1 to St. Andrew's Parish from every $14 Automatic Car Wash
purchased at Werribee Car Wash, in the following order please select:
1. "ENTER DONATION CODE": 3030
2. "BUY WASH"

*not available Tuesday or Monday to Sunday between 11.00pm – 5.00am

