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Letter from the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

As we approach the half-way mark of Term 2 and with winter looming, it is pleasing to 

see our students’ continued commitment to their studies.   

 

This year NAPLAN testing took place from 10 - 12 May and PAT testing commenced on 2 

May and will conclude on 3 June. These tests further examine each student’s ability in 

both literacy and numeracy and supports teachers in understanding more accurately 

the learning requirements of each student. The method of PAT testing has changed to 

an online system supported by ACER. Conducting the tests in this manner means the 

results are available for teachers instantaneously and this helps in building a 

comprehensive profile of every student. 

 

Staff Wellbeing Day was held on 9 May. The day was based around the key question - 

How can we impact positively on the wellbeing of students?  From the day, our staff 

have a better understanding of the potential of Mindfulness. We will continue to work on 

promoting the key concepts of empathy, and gratitude that support Mindful practice in 

our classrooms. 

 

Parent/Teacher Interviews took place on 25 May. These interviews have been designed 

to enable parents/guardians and teachers to jointly offer support to students thereby 

enabling them to further advance in their school life. 

 

On a final note, last week was Family Week. This gave us all an opportunity to reflect on 

and celebrate the role of families and to educate, inspire and empower our next 

generation. 

 

May St Mary of the Cross MacKillop journey with us. 

 
Rory Kennedy 

Principal 

 

College Chaplains 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

Fr. Shymon Thekkekalathungal 

Fr. Benneth Osuagwu 

 

PRAYER 

 

Be bright and cheerful and encourage all 

To be the same 

 

Mary MacKillop 1885 

 

AMEN 

 

 

Canonical Administrators 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

(President) 

         Fr Pius Kodakkathanath 

Fr. Jude Pirotta 

 

Sisters of St Joseph 

Sr. Geraldine Whelan 

 

Volume 13, Issue 5 

             May 2016 
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From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 7 & 8 
Year 7 

As we approach the middle of the term, students have been participating in many 

events. Premier League teams have shown some success with participants representing 

the College well. Premiers Reading Challenge is in full swing with much talk about who is 

reading what and how many books are being read. Some students are now in rehearsal 

for the upcoming musical. Recently, all Yr 7 students took part in a liturgy in the Chapel 

to receive an AJASS badge. Unfortunately, due to bad weather the Athletics Carnival 

was washed out. Students are now participating in trials at lunchtime. The SACCSS team 

will be selected from these trials. 

 

Year 8  

We are happy to report that most Year 8 students are working diligently in the classroom. 

The students are encouraged to develop good study habits which are important as we 

move quickly towards the halfway point of Term 2. To assist the students with their 

homework, the school runs Study Zone, which is an opportunity for students to do 

homework in the Resource Centre. This takes place on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays from 3:30pm until 4.30pm. Integration Aides and some teachers are present to 

help support students with their work. 
 

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 9 & 10 
 

A number of our Year 9 and 10 students competed at the MacKillop Athletics Carnival 

which was held on 29 April. Our students are to be commended for the way in which 

they conducted themselves on this day. Despite the poor weather conditions, our 

students maintained a positive spirit throughout the day.  

 

With Term 2 well and truly underway, our students have been hard at work completing 

their formal assessment tasks. We hope that the feedback obtained at the 

Parent/Teacher Interviews was both affirming and constructive, as well as useful in 

moving students towards improved educational outcomes. 

 

The month of May has also seen our students undertake compulsory testing. For our Year 

9 students this has meant undertaking the NAPLAN tests and for our Year 10 students, the 

PAT tests. Such testing provides parents/guardians and teachers with a wealth of 

information; the identification of strengths as well as areas requiring improvement. 

However, whilst this is useful information, it is important our students remember that their 

results are not the ‘be all, end all’ and that their value as human beings is worth much 

more than the scores they obtain on any such tests.  

 

Year 10 Formal 

Parents/Guardians are to be aware that the Year 10 Formal to be held on 19 August at 

Sheldon Receptions in Sunshine is not a College sanctioned event. The College is not in 

any way involved in the organisation or running of this Formal. 
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From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 11 & 12 
We are now in the full swing of Term 2 with the Year 11 and 12 semester coming to a 

conclusion. In terms of working towards personal best performance, students need to 

take the time to reflect on their progress and reset their goals; the start of Semester 2 is a 

great time to do this. In terms of the importance of reflection, staff recently had a 

professional development day that focused on the concept of Mindfulness in schools. 

Staff worked through a similar program that Year 11 and 12 students completed as part 

of the Wellbeing program at the start of the year. The concepts of meditation, gratitude 

and empathy were explored in great depth as a way of supporting our students with 

regards to the stress and anxiety of senior studies. Over the rest of 2016 and into the 

future, we hope we can develop these concepts and provide the skills to support our 

students in their studies. Finally, the opening of the College Chapel has allowed Year 12 

classes to celebrate a class Mass in a beautiful setting. The opportunity for staff and 

students to come together to celebrate Mass in a meaningful and special experience 

will be extended to Year 11 students during the year. 
 

Sports Report 
 

For all recent sports results, please refer to the sports category in the MacKillop 

News Blog found on the College Website. 
 

John the Baptist Resource Centre 
The library has recently been involved in Privacy Awareness Week where the emphasis 

on personal security has been paramount in messages relayed to students. The need to 

ensure your online presence is secure and to be fully responsible for your online digital 

footprint is paramount to students in today’s technological world. The knowledge that 

your online involvement is available for public viewing and for all to access is a daunting 

thought that students must face. The fact that one third of all apps will share your 

information with unspecified companies reinforces the need to read the privacy policy 

of all downloaded material.  

 

Congratulations to the students who are participating in the Premiers Reading 

Challenge. It is encouraging to see so many books being read but students are reminded 

that these titles must be verified before the conclusion of the Challenge in September. 
 

  

http://www.mackillopwerribeeblog.com.au/category/newsletter-for-sport/
http://www.mackillopwerribeeblog.com.au/category/newsletter-for-sport/
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Parents & Friends Committee 
Sunday 1 May 2016 was the inaugural ‘MacKillop Parents and Friends High Tea’ hosted 

at MacKillop College by our Parents & Friends Association. 

 

Fifty three ladies attended in a very friendly and enjoyable atmosphere. The ‘High Tea’ 

was hosted in the MacKillop staffroom. Guests and their friends enjoyed a very tasty and 

bountiful afternoon tea. Beautiful teapots were provided on tables and kept replenished 

with a choice of various teas. Full flavored plunger coffee was also available. 

Entertainment was provided and fundraising activities were well supported. A huge 

thank you goes to all who supported the event and all those who worked hard behind 

the scenes to put it together.  

 

For further information about the MacKillop College Parents and Friends, please email 

parents_and_friends@mackillop.vic.edu.au. 

 

Parent/Guardian Information 
Catholic Education Today 

Please click here to view the latest edition of the Catholic Education Today magazine. 

 

Host Family Opportunity 

Firstly, thank you to those families who have made a commitment to host a Japanese 

student for Term 3. Without you this program, to have a class of Japanese students 

immersed in College life, would not be possible. We are still calling for additional families 

to be part of this inaugural program. Ideally families will be able to host a student for ten 

weeks. However, if your family can offer five weeks hosting, this will help our planning.  

 

If you would like to find out more about this opportunity, please contact the International 

Programs Coordinator, Ms Satoko Nagaoka at the College. 

 

Uniform 

Parents and students are reminded that grooming is part of the Uniform Policy. In part, 

the policy states: 

“Hair is to be neatly groomed, appropriate to the wearing of a uniform, fully tied back 

and off the face at all times… Unusual fashion modes, as determined by the 

College…are unacceptable”. 

 

Please ensure that your son/daughter complies with this expectation. 

 
Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop will be closed Friday 24 June for stocktake. 

 

Trading hours for the Term 2 school holidays will be the second week only – 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:15am – 3:45pm (closed 11:30am – 12:30pm). 

 
  

mailto:parents_and_friends@mackillop.vic.edu.au
http://www.cem.edu.au/publications-policies/catholic-education-today/
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Financial Assistance – Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)  

The Victorian Government has announced provision of $148.3 million over four years for 

the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF), to ensure all eligible students are able to 

participate in school trips and sporting activities. Families who hold a valid means-tested 

concession card or who are temporary foster parents of school age children are eligible 

to apply.  

 

The 2016 annual CSEF amount for secondary school students is $225. The payment will 

be made directly to the school and will be used towards camps, sports and excursion 

costs for the benefit of the student.  

 

How to apply: Contact the Administration Office to complete an application form.  

For more information regarding CSEF visit  

www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1. 

 

Sisters of St Joseph Stamp Collection Initiative  

The Year 11 Class Captains would like to inform you of the collection of stamps for the 

Sisters of St Joseph. This initiative commenced some years ago and asks families of the 

College community to collect used stamps as a means of raising awareness and funds 

for projects of Mary MacKillop International in countries such as Peru. The program run 

by the Josephite Sisters involves the selling of stamp bundles at auction with all money 

raised being contributed to the work the Sisters do in their schools around the world. We 

are simply asking families to save the stamps they receive in the mail and hand them in 

to the Main Office. Each stamp donated will make a huge difference to this great cause; 

a cause that promotes genuine giving and is a way to contribute to our AJASS 

community.  

Parish News 

 
 
 

 

STRENGTH TO STRENGTH - is a six session DVD series designed to give practical benefits 
to daily prayer.  Ideal for the Year of Mercy. The six sessions are:  Pray for the day;  Food for 
thought;  The life of Prayer;  Pray before you speak;  Lord teach us to pray;  and Give us this 
day. Come and join us each Friday for seven consecutive weeks commencing Friday 20th May 
at Penola Hub, St. Andrew’s Parish, 33 Mortimer Street, Werribee, from 7.00pm.  We will 
conclude with Mass on Friday 8th July 2016. Supper, tea and coffee provided. Please contact 
the Parish Office on 9741 4144.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1




 
Anaphylaxis 
Anaphylaxis is a severe and sudden allergic reaction and is potentially life threatening. It needs 
immediate treatment and urgent medical attention.  The most common allergens in young children are 
eggs, peanuts, tree nuts, cow's milk, fish and shellfish, wheat, soy, certain insect stings and 
medications. 
 
If your child is diagnosed as at risk of anaphylaxis, inform your child’s child school as soon as 
possible. 

You must give the school an action plan developed by your child’s doctor, along with your child’s 
medication including an EpiPen® or EpiPen Junior®. 

Once you have told the school of your child’s diagnosis and provided them with the action plan, it is 
the responsibility of that provider to make sure all staff members on duty have completed accredited 
anaphylaxis management training. 

Your child’s school will work with you to develop a detailed anaphylaxis plan specific to your child, 
including strategies to prevent your child being exposed to what causes an allergic reaction and how 
to store and use any medication. 

It is also a good idea to consider your child wearing a medical warning bracelet to give important 
information about their condition to those who are unaware. 

The Department recognises anaphylaxis is a serious health issue and that the key to prevention of 
anaphylaxis is knowledge, awareness and planning. 

Since 14 July 2008 an amendment to legislation that governs licensed children’s services means that 
all services and schools must have an anaphylaxis management policy in place, see: Children’s 
Services and Education Legislation Amendment (Anaphylaxis Management) Act 2008. 

For information about Department policy, procedures, see: Anaphylaxis Management in Education 
and Care Services  
 
For more information about anaphylaxis and allergies, see: 

 Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology and Allergy -  information on allergies, including a 
sample Anaphylaxis Action Plan that can be downloaded from this site 

 Anaphylaxis Australia Inc – a non-profit support organisation for families with anaphylactic 
children 

 Royal Children’s Hospital, Department of Allergy - information about allergies and the services 
provided by the hospital. 

 

http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubStatbook.nsf/f932b66241ecf1b7ca256e92000e23be/1BA6E53F3DA1B3AACA2574020017E1D6/$FILE/08-003a.pdf
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubStatbook.nsf/f932b66241ecf1b7ca256e92000e23be/1BA6E53F3DA1B3AACA2574020017E1D6/$FILE/08-003a.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/health/pages/anaphylaxis.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/health/pages/anaphylaxis.aspx
http://www.allergy.org.au/
http://www.allergyfacts.org.au/
http://www.rch.org.au/allergy/index.cfm?doc_id=7219


 

 

Do you have a child living with asthma? 

With 1 in 10 people living with asthma, managing a child living with asthma can be 

particularly overwhelming and worry some for families. 

To support and equip parents with up to date information about childhood asthma, the 

Asthma Foundation of Victoria is holding an "Ask the Expert" session for parents of 

children living with asthma. 

The event will provide parents with the invaluable opportunity to learn more about their 

child's asthma and ask questions to experts in the field. 

Presenters: 

Jacky Noble, Asthma Educator, Alexandra District Hospital - What is asthma? 

Different medications and correct device technique 

Eleonora (Nory) Del Colle, Scientific Services Manager, Pulmetrics Pty Ltd-

Spirometry and FeNO- what are they? See a live demonstration. 

Followed by a question and answer session with presenters and staff from the Asthma 

Foundation of Victoria. 

Event Details: 
Date: Sunday 29th May 2016 

Time: 10.30- 12 midday 

Venue: Alexandra RSL Club, 44 Grant Street, Alexandra 

Cost: FREE! 
 

For further information go to the website http://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au 
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