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Letter from the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

Speech Night was held at the College on 20 October and it was marvelous to see so 

many supportive community members gather together to celebrate and bid farewell to 

our Year 12 students. The evening recognised the wonderful achievements of our 

students. Gill Hicks was a moving Keynote Speaker who managed to inspire all with her 

message that each individual can make a positive difference to the world.  Gill’s 

willingness to share her personal and painful story left all who heard it in awe of her 

courage and resilience. 
 
This time of year is particularly significant for our Year 12 students who have concluded 

their formal classes. We wish them all well in their endeavours for the future. The Year 12 

Reflection Day enabled students to come together and look back over their year as one. 

The day commenced with the sharing of Eucharist with the whole College at our Year 12 

Graduation Mass celebrated for us by our chaplain Fr Frank.  The atmosphere was very 

moving and I thank all those present for their respectful participation.  The day saw the 

Year 12 cohort celebrate their last day as a year level where they demonstrated their 

camaraderie for which this group is so well known. The Year 12 Celebration breakfast on 

Thursday 22 October was a fitting and joyous occasion for students, staff and parents.  

 

The VCAL dinner held on 15 October was a most successful evening with students 

organising, preparing and serving the food. It was wonderful to see so many parents and 

staff in attendance and I commend the students on their professionalism on the evening. 

 

I extend an invitation to the community to attend our Open Day on Sunday 8 November 

from 10:00am – 1:00pm. This will include an Art Exhibition which showcases the 

outstanding abilities of our creative students. 

 

May St Mary of the Cross MacKillop guide our way. 

 
Rory Kennedy 

Principal 
  

 

College Chaplains 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

Fr. Shymon Thekkekalathungal 

Fr. Benneth Osuagwu 

 

PRAYER 

 

Be bright and cheerful and encourage all 

To be the same 

 

Mary MacKillop 1885 

 

AMEN 

 

 

Canonical Administrators 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

(President) 

         Fr Pius Kodakkathanath 

Fr. Jude Pirotta 

 

Sisters of St Joseph 

Sr. Geraldine Whelan 

 

Volume 12, Issue 10 

October 2015 
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From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 7 & 8 
Year 7 

Term 4 is well underway and the Year 7s look forward to participating in a range of 

experiences. Each class will be attending the Jewish Museum as part of the Religious 

Education curriculum. Here, they will explore the journey of those involved in the 

Holocaust and link their experience to the study of the unit ‘God’s people - A Journey of 

Faith’. Swimming will also commence at AquaPulse as part of the Physical Education 

curriculum. Students will continue to develop their swimming technique and water safety 

skills. Students have also been offered the opportunity to participate in the Year 7 

Debating team with competitions to be held later this term.  

 

Year 8 

We welcome back all students from the holidays and hope they are well rested and 

ready to take on all that is on offer in Term 4. We encourage all students to work well at 

their studies but also to enjoy and become involved in the extra activities on offer. We 

wish the students who have been selected in the various Premier League teams all the 

very best for each game that remains. On 23 October students participated in activities 

as part of Careers Day and listened to guest speakers from various fields of work.  

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 9 & 10 
Much of the learning across both year levels has been complemented by the many 

excursions which have taken place in Term 4. In particular, the St Mary’s Campus 

students ventured into the city to experience Marvelous Melbourne. The most recent 

addition to this experience has been to provide the students with the option of delivering 

bread packages to the homeless; an option that was readily adopted by many of the 

students. This gesture is a reflection of the mission of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop and 

it speaks volumes for our students and their willingness to respond to a real issue of 

injustice in our wider community. 

 

Several Year 10 students studying World War 2 History had the privilege of visiting the 

Jewish Holocaust Centre in Elsternwick. The fact that this generation of students will be 

the last to meet survivors and hear their stories made this visit all the more significant. The 

experience also enabled our students to make relevant links to the present injustices in 

our world by shedding new light on history being more than just the study of past events. 

It is also a message for how we should respond in the future. 

From the Director of Student Wellbeing – Year 11 & 12 
This time of the year is a period of mixed emotions for our students across Yr 11 and 12. 

At a time when they are reflecting on their year, and for Yr 12s their six year journey at 

MacKillop College, all students are experiencing some degree of stress with the 

conclusion of their studies and the commencement of Unit 3 and Yr 12 VCAA exams. 

Stress cannot be avoided but can be managed for all students. Reach Out is a 

Commonwealth organisation that provides a range of material to support young people 

with their mental health and wellbeing. Here are some practical tips that may help all 

our students during this time. 
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 Make time every week to completely forget about study and do something you enjoy. 

Take regular breaks and “Me Time” to clear your head and this will help with 

productivity during study time  

 Define your study goals before you start to help you know what you are aiming for 

and assist you to stay focused. 

 When you are feeling stressed reduce the number of commitments that you have. 

Seek support and advice if the stress continues. 

 

We wish all students the best during this time as they look to achieve their personal best 

in all fields of study. 

 

Sports Report 
 

For all recent sports results, please refer to the sports category in the MacKillop 

News Blog found on the College Website. 

 

John the Baptist Resource Centre 
In this busy task and assessment stage of the year, students have access to numerous 

databases and sources of information, along with text books, to assist their work and 

research; all accessible by visiting the JBC library page. Students are able to create 

bibliographies online utilising the online reference generator.  Also, databases such as 

EBSCO and Linksplus are online resources suitable for the tasks they have been assigned. 

The JBC library page also permits students login access to their own accounts to view 

their current and past borrowings and monitor their reserves. As the end of the year is 

approaching, students can check the items they have on loan and ensure they are 

returned on time.  
 

Parents & Friends Committee 
Our major fundraiser for the year is over. It has been very successful. Thank you to all who 

supported this event. At the last Assembly we drew several prizes for the chocolate drive. 

The winners were as follows: 

5kg box of Cadbury chocolates [most chocolates sold (12 boxes)] - Jessica Reidy 8 White 

Coles Myer Gift voucher to the value of $500 – Morgan McGaw 7 Aqua 

Coles Myer Gift voucher to the value of $50 – Kayla Ho10 Orange 

Coles Myer Gift voucher to the value of $50 – Brooke Lee 8 Brown 

Coles Myer Gift voucher to the value of $50 – Kaysa Nyberg 7 Brown 

Rebel Sports voucher to the value of $50 – Kristopher Lowry 10 Green 

JB HI Fi voucher – Claire Alush 8 Red 

Movie voucher – Elsie Roberts 8 Purple. 

 

Our last meeting for this year will be on Wednesday 4 November at 7:30pm in the Training 

Room located in Sr Giovanni Administration Building. Following this meeting we will 

conduct our AGM where current positions within the committee will be declared vacant. 

All are welcome to attend and nominate for these positions.   

http://www.mackillopwerribeeblog.com.au/category/newsletter-for-sport/
http://www.mackillopwerribeeblog.com.au/category/newsletter-for-sport/
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Parent/Guardian Information 
 

Catholic Education Today 

Please click here to view the latest edition of the Catholic Education Today magazine. 

 

Year of Consecrated Life 

Pope Francis announced that 2015 will be a year 

dedicated to the promotion of consecrated life, 

and is asking the church's religious sisters, brothers 

and priests to "wake up the world" with their 

testimony of faith, holiness and hope. 

 

MacKillop College would like to give thanks for the 

contributions of all the Sisters of St Joseph that 

have served our community over many years.  In 

particular, we acknowledge the foresight of our 

founding Principal Sr Giovanni Farquer and all who 

followed in her wake, including St Geraldine 

Whelan, a current and much loved staff member.  

The joyful witness and service of many religious has formed our school to be what it is 

today.  Their generous service and sacrifices enabled many people to hear the Gospel. 

 

In this Year of Consecrated Life, we give thanks for the religious who have served here.  

We pray in thanks for them and those they have served. 

 
The TELE project 

MacKillop is privileged to be partnering with LEaRN (from Melbourne University) and 

Catholic Education Melbourne in the research project, Towards Effective Learning 

Environments in Catholic Schools. The results from this research will help provide new 

knowledge about effective contemporary learning spaces which has the potential to 

impact on decisions with both refurbishments and future building. We are grateful to staff 

parents and students in completing comprehensive surveys in the tight timeline that was 

required. The results will be available early 2016. Thank you to all involved.   

 

The St Mary’s Campus Review 

After eleven years since its inception a recent review of St Mary’s Campus revealed 

overwhelming positive findings. It was abundantly clear that the Campus creates a 

unique learning environment where positive relationships have contributed to its 

outstanding success, while its purposeful curriculum continues to be a significant focus 

for staff and students. The review captured staff and student perceptions in reference to 

the original goals established for the Campus. The recommendations offer potential 

directions for the strategic planning of the Campus with which current staff are working. 

 

  

http://www.cem.edu.au/publications-policies/catholic-education-today/
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Fashion Awards Australia 

On 9 October, 22 students from MacKillop College in Years 9 - 12, entered their garments 

in “Fashion Awards Australia” at Taylors Lakes Reception Centre. They ranged from Year 

9 and 10 day wear, to Year 11 and 12 calico, costume, daywear, cocktail and long 

gown. It was an inspiring night showcasing an array of creative and innovative garments 

by various secondary schools and TAFE colleges.  

 

We are very proud of Daria Messina from Year 12, who entered three garments and won 

the “Designer of the Year” award. She won 1st place for her spectacular long gown and 

2nd place for her cocktail wear. 

 

Holly Defina from Year 10 was so thrilled to receive the “Rising Star” award in the Year 9 

and 10 section and 1st place in “Chic Day” wear with her very creative garment. 

Suzana Mi received a 3rd place in Year 11 and 12 “Calico” wear and combined 3rd 

place with Eden Toohey in “Cocktail” wear for her innovative hand painted garments. 

MacKillop College was awarded third place overall for the “Claringbold Cup” 

Secondary Schools award. 

 

2015 Graduation Dinner 

The 2015 Year 12 Graduation Dinner will be held at Etihad Stadium on Thursday 26 

November commencing at 6:30pm. Tickets are on sale via the College webpage School 

Portals - Graduation Tickets. Bookings will close on Friday 6 November 2015. Students can 

purchase tickets for three (3) guests; all the details are included on the booking site.  

If you are having issues accessing via the MacKillop College webpage, the booking 

website is www.trybooking.com. Go to ‘Buy tickets’ enter MacKillop under search and 

select 2015 MacKillop Graduation Dinner. Any enquiries, please contact Mr Mark 

Westgarth, Director of Student Wellbeing or email mwestgarth@mackillop.vic.edu.au. 

 

Booklists 2016 

A reminder that all booklists are to be submitted by Monday 9 November 2015 for orders 

to be available on the Selling Days. You may post or submit your list online and arrange 

home delivery of your order.  

 

Selling Days:  Monday 7 December 2015 10:00am – 5:00pm 

 Tuesday 8 December 2015  9:00am – 4:00pm 

Venue: Tappeiner Building at the College 

 

Orders (other than prepaid) not collected on the Selling Days will not be held for you.  

These items will be returned to stock to fill other orders. 

 

If you are unable to attend on the Selling Days or arrange someone else to pick up your 

order, it is recommended that you select the prepaid option to ensure that your parcel 

is held for you. You will then need to make arrangements for home delivery or pick up 

from the Campion store by contacting them directly. The prepaid option reduces your 

time in register queues.  If you find that an item is no longer required, you are still able to 

adjust your order and a credit can be arranged. 

 

 

  

mailto:mwestgarth@mackillop.vic.edu.au
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Uniform Shop 

Telephone 8734 5280 

Uniform Shop will be open Monday 2 November 8:15am – 3:45pm (closed 11:30am – 

12:30pm). 

 

Sale of Second Hand Uniforms  

Good quality second hand uniforms can be sold through the Uniform Shop. Kilts and 

Blazers must be dry-cleaned and all other items need to be freshly laundered. All items 

need to be in good condition. Staff in the Uniform Shop determine the sale price of all 

uniform items. 

 

Parish News… 
 

Please attached flyers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yr 11 Theatre Studies VCAL Dinner 

Yr 11 Outdoor Ed Celebration Morning 



 



CAR WASH 
 

in support of  

St. Andrew’s Parish Fair 
 

Date:  Sunday, 15th November 2015 

Time:  1pm – 4pm 

Venue: Back of Presbytery,  

105 Greaves St. Nth., Werribee, 

   (enter through gate in Mortimer St.) 

Cost:  $20 per car – inside and out 

   $25 per 4WD – inside and out 

   (or a donation within your means) 
 

This is an initiative of the Young Adults Group under 

the guidance of Fr. Benneth – please support the young 

people in their efforts to support our Parish. 

 



St. Andrew’S PAriSh FAir CAke StAll  

 

We need your help!!  The Cake Stall for St. Andrew’s Parish Fair needs bakers.  We need 
cakes, sponges, slices, patty cakes, muffins etc. (no cream), whatever is your specialty.  If 
you love baking and would like to bake in bulk, we can supply the ingredients for you. 
 

Cakes can be dropped off at St. Andrew’s School Sports Centre (Hall), enter via Stawell 
Street, Werribee from 10am to 2pm on Friday, 20th November 2015 and from 8.30am on 
Saturday, 21st November 2015. 
   

If you intend baking, we would appreciate you contacting the Parish Office, so we can have 
an idea of how many cakes will be available.  Also if you are able to help with setting up, 
packaging, labelling or pricing of cakes anytime on Friday, 20th November 2015, please leave 
your name and phone no. at the Parish Office on 9741 4144. 
 

Contact:  Josee King 9742 3927 or 0419 171 392 or Marthese Temming at the Parish Office 
for any enquiries. 
  

Due to health regulations please note the following:  
1. We cannot have refrigerated items, e.g. cream or meats.   
2. Goods should not be supplied on polystyrene plates   
    (paper or plastic plates acceptable).     
3. All donations should be labelled with the list of ingredients.  
 

Please label ingredients used in your cake, slice etc. and mention if cake has been 
frozen.  You may like to ask a friend to bake for our stall.  Thanking you in anticipation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cake type__________________________________ 
 
Please tick the ingredients used 
Flour        Sugar        Milk        Eggs   
Spices        Baking Powder        Oil   
Chocolate        Butter        Salt   
Nut Products (Type)_________________________ 
Juice (Type)_______________________________ 
Fruit (Type)________________________________ 

Other_____________________       Gluten Free    

Thank you for supporting St. Andrew’s Fair. 

Cake type__________________________________ 
 
Please tick the ingredients used 
Flour        Sugar        Milk        Eggs   
Spices        Baking Powder        Oil   
Chocolate        Butter        Salt   
Nut Products (Type)_________________________ 
Juice (Type)_______________________________ 
Fruit (Type)________________________________ 
Other_____________________       Gluten Free    

Thank you for supporting St. Andrew’s Fair. 
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